


Lesson 11

THE CONSONANT (W)

zp Zp ap 1p qp

WA WÂ WO WE WI

 wîwa qpzp his wife

 wîcewew qp51pA he is with him

 tâpwe C2p certainly

 wahwa zpLzp oh boy!

 itôtamwak qdcnpR they do it

ekwa 1vp now

 kekway 4v: what, thing

 WI    qp  1p  WE

 WA  zp  ap  WO
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1. What is the sound of (y) in Cree?

______________________________________________

Write all the syllables of (y) which use the short vowels.

___ ___ ___ (English letters)

___ ___ ___ (Syllabics)

Write all the syllables of (y) which use the long vowels.

___ ___ ___ ___ (English letters)

___ ___ ___ ___ (Syllabics)

Where can the (y) be used?

1) _________ a vowel

2) at the end of ______________________

3) at end of a ________________________

What is the sound of (y) when it is used at the end of a syllable?

____________________________________________________

What is the sound of (y) when it is used at the end of a word?

__________________________________________________

Write the final (y) in syllabics _____

Write the English words and the syllabics for the words we learned
yesterday.

nîya ____________ _____________

kiskeyihtam ____________ _____________
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e ayâyân ____________ _____________

mîyo ____________ _____________

âsay ____________ _____________
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
2. Check your answers with the last page of Lesson 10.

Today we will review the sound of the vowels. What is the sound of
each vowel?

 (z, a) as in the English word ___________________ 

 and in the Cree word ___________________ 

 (q, i) as in the English word ___________________ 

 and in the Cree word ___________________ 

 (a, o) as in the English word ___________________ 

 and in the Cree word ___________________ 

 (1, e) as (ay) in the English word ___________________ 

 and in the Cree word ___________________ 

 (Z, â) as (ou) in the English word ___________________ 

 and in Cree word ___________________ 

 (Z, â) as (Z, a-a) in the Cree word ___________________ 

 (q, î) as (ee) in the English word ___________________ 

 and in the Cree word ___________________ 

 (a, ô) as in the English word ___________________ 

 and in the Cree word ___________________ 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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3. Check these with your answers.

(z, a) as in the English word appeal
and in the Cree word api

(q, i) as in the English word bit
and in the Cree word itohtew

(a, o) as in the English word cold
and in the Cree word kotak

(1, e) as (ay) in the English word day
and in the Cree word peyak

(Z, â) as (ou) in the English word ouch
and in the Cree word nipâw

(Z, â) as (Z, a-a) in the Cree word e mîcisoyân

(q, î) as (ee) in the English word beet
and in the Cree word kîya

(a, ô) as in the English word obey
and in the Cree word tôta

Today we want to learn:

1) the consonant (w).
2) seven Cree words: wîwa, wîcewew, tâpwe, wahwa,

itôtamwak, ekwa, kekway

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

4. The (w) has the same sound as the English (w) when it is used
before a vowel. Later we will talk about its sound when it is used at
the end of a word. (W) works with all the short vowels.

zp wa qp  wi ap  wo
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Consonant Before a
vowel

After a
vowel

End of
syllable

End of word Between
consonant
and vowel

h h h h h

c c c

k k k

m m m m

p p p

n n n n

t t t t

s s s s s

y y y y

w w w w

Write the syllables for the short vowels in English letters and in
syllabics.

___ ___ ___ (English letters)

___ ___ ___ (Syllabics)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
5. The short vowels are:

 z a  q i  a o

Now look at the way the (w) syllabics are written. You place a dot
behind the vowel, and it makes a syllabic of (w). Look at them
together.

 z   a  q  i  a  o

zp  wa qp  wi ap  wo 
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wa  wa wahwa wah-wa Oh boy!

zp  zp zpLzp zpL zp

wi  wi apiwin a-pi-win seat

qp  qp zwqpD z w qpD

wo  wo

ap  ap

Write all the syllables of (w) which use the short vowels.

___ ___ ___ (English letters)

___ ___ ___ (Syllabics)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

6. The syllables of (w) which use the short vowels are:

zp wa  qp wi  ap wo

Did you notice that we have no example of a word using (wo)? This
is rarely, if ever, used in Cree.

Let us look at the syllables of (w) which use the long vowels.

1p we Zp  wâ  qp  wî ap wô

How were the syllabics of (w) which use the long vowels formed?

_______________________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

7. To form the (w) syllabics we add a dot behind the vowel syllabics.
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Now write the syllables of (w) which use the long vowels.
___ ___ ___ ___ (English letters)

___ ___ ___ ___ (Syllabics)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

8. The syllables of (w) which use the long vowels are:

1p we Zp wâ  qp wî  ap  wô

Now look at these words.

we  we wîcewew wî-ce-we-w he is with him

1p  1p qp51pA qp 5 1p A

wâ  wâ awâsis a-wâ-sis child

Zp  Zp zZpiS z Zp iS

wî  wî  wîwa wî-wa his wife

qp  qp qpzp qp zp

wô  wô

ap  ap

Notice again that we have no example for the syllable (ap, wô).
Now we will consider the sound of (w) when it is at the end of a
word. The sound often becomes more like that of a round (a, o).
To really get this sound we have to listen to someone speak it.
Watch for it. Ask someone how these words are pronounced.

 wîcewew wî-ce-we-w he is with him
 qp51pA qp 5 1p A 

 itohtew i-toh-te-w he goes
 qdL3A q dL 3 A 
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 wîhtamawew wîh-ta-ma-we-w he tells him
 qpLcn1pA qpL c n 1p A 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

9. There is another group of words where the (w) sounds like the
round (a, o) but just a bit different. Listen to these:

 apiw a-piw he sits  

zwA z wA  

mîcisow mî-ci-sow he eats

 ytkA y t kA  

nipiw ni-piw he is dead  

uwA u wA 

What is often the sound of (w) when it is at the end of a word?
_____________________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
10. When the (w) is at the end of a word it often sounds like a round

(a, o). In syllabics it is written (A).

But sometimes it keeps the (w) sound. Look at these words:

 waniskaw wa-nis-kaw he rises
 zpuSvA zp uS vA

 ayâw a-yâw he has
 z>A z >A

When (w) is at the end of a word, it sounds like

____ or like ______

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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11. When (w) is at the end of a word, it sounds like a round (a, o) or
like a (w).

How is the (w) written in syllabics when it is at the end of a word?

______________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

12. When a (w) is at the end of a word, it is written (A).

Write these words in syllabics to practice writing the end (w).

 apiw nipiw mîcisow nipâw ayâw
 ____  ____ ______ _____ ____

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
13. This is what your words should look like.

 apiw nipiw mîcisow nipâw ayâw

 zwA uwA ytkA uXA z>A

We have another interesting thing about the (w) which we want to
learn today.

Frequently the (w) is used between a consonant and a vowel. Look
at these:

kwa  kwe  mwa  mwe  pwa  pwe  swa  swe  twa twe

  vp    4p np 6p    xp   2p  ,p  8p cp    3p

When the (w) is used in this way, it sounds the same as the English
(w). The (kwe) would sound much like the (qua) in (quail).

What consonant can be used between another consonant and a
vowel?     ______

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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14. The (w) can be used between a consonant and a vowel.

Let us look at a number of words which use this sound. See how
the (w) is written in the syllabics.

You write the syllabic as if you forget the (w) and then you add the
dot afterwards. When you pronounce it, the (w) comes between the
consonant and the vowel.

 kekwaya ke-kwa-ya 4 vp . things

iskwewak is-kwe-wak qS 4p zpR women

 mwayes mwa-yes np 9S before

 mwehci mweh-ci 6pL t while

 tâpwan tâ-pwan C xpD it is true

 tâpwe tâ-pwe C 2p certainly

 nit itwân nit i-twân uE q CpD I say

 itwew i-twe-w q 3p A he says

What is the sound of the (w) when it is used between a consonant
and a vowel?

_________________________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

15. When a (w) is used between a consonant and a vowel, it sounds
like the (w) of the English, or the same as when it is used before a
vowel. Write these syllables in syllabics.

kwa  kwe mwa mwe pwa pwe swa swe twa twe

__   __ __ __   __   __ __ __ __  __

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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16. Your syllabics should look like this.

kwa kwe mwa mwe pwa pwe swa swe  twa  twe

vp   4p    np 6p xp  2p  ,p    8p    cp 3p

Now let us learn the words for today.

 wîwa wî-wa his wife
 qpzp qp zp

wîcewew wî-ce-wew he is with him
 qp51pA qp 5 1p A 

 tâpwe tâ-pwe certainly, true
 C2p C 2p 

 wahwa wah-wa expression, "O, boy!"
 zpLzp zpL zp 

itôtamwak i-tô-tam-wak they do it
 qdcnpR q d c npR 

 ekwa e-kwa now, and
1vp 1 vp 

 kekway ke-kway what, thing
 4v: 4 v:

Write the Cree word for (they do it).

_____________________ (English letters)

_____________________ (Syllabics)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
17. "They do it" is written in the English letters as itôtamwak. In the

syllabics it is written qdcnpR.

To which syllable does the (m) belong in pronouncing the word?
_____________________________________________
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To which syllabic does the (m) belong in syllabics?

____________________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

18. The (m) belongs to the syllable before in pronunciation, but to the
syllable after in writing it in syllabics. Watch for this in reading Cree
syllabics.

How well do you know your syllabics now? Write the syllabics for
the words we have learned.

__________ wîwa

__________ wîcewew

__________ tâpwe

__________ wahwa

__________ itôtamwak

__________ ekwa

__________ kekway

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

19. Your answers should look like this:

qpzp wîwa
qp51pA wîcewew
C2p tâpwe
zpLzp wahwa
qdcnpR itôtamwak
1vp ekwa
4v: kekway
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Write the meaning of these sentences in English.

t,S rS4oLcF cLd 4v:/____________________________

 4v: qS4pzpR qdcnpR?______________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

20. t,S rS4oLcF cLd 4v:.  Jesus knows everything.

4v: qS4pzpR qdcnpR?   What are the women doing?

Now, let us review what we have learned today about the (w).

What is the sound of (w)?____________________________

What is the sound of (w) when it is used at the end of a word?

_________________________________________________

What is the sound of the (w) when it is used between a consonant
and a vowel?

__________________________________________

Write the (w) syllables which use the short vowels.

___ ___ ___  (English letters)

___ ___ ___ (Syllabics)

Write all the (w) syllables which use the long vowels

___ ___ ___ ___ (English letters)

___ ___ ___ ___ (Syllabics)

In what three places is the (w) used?

1) ____________ a vowel
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2) _____________ a consonant and a vowel

3) at the ___________ of a word

Write these syllables in syllabics

kwa kwe       mwa mwe pwa  pwe  swa  swe  twa  twe

__     __ __  __ __  __ __      __     __     __

Write the Cree words and syllabics for these English words.

__________ __________ his wife

__________ __________ he is with him

__________ __________ certainly, true

__________ __________ expression like, "O boy!"

__________ ___________ they do it

__________ ___________ now, and

__________ ___________ what, thing

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

21. Today we want to make a chart. This is an important chart - you will
need it many times when you work with syllabics. Turn to the next
page and fill in the chart.
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consonant  short vowels long vowels
 a i o e â î ô
 __ __ __ __ __ __ __

c ca ci co ce câ cî cô

c __ __ __ __ __ __ __

h ha hi ho he hâ hî hô

h  __ __ __ __ __ __ __

k ka ki ko ke kâ kî kô

k  __ __ __ __ __ __ __

m ma mi mo me mâ mî mô

m  __ __ __ __ __ __ __

n na ni no ne nâ nî nô

n  __ __ __ __ __ __ __

p pa pi po pe pâ pî pô

p  __ __ __ __ __ __ __

s sa si so se sâ sî sô

s  __ __ __ __ __ __ __

t ta ti to te tâ tî tô

t  __ __ __ __ __ __ __

w wa wi wo we wâ wî wô

w  __ __ __ __ __ __ __

y ya yi yo ye yâ yî yô

y  __ __ __ __ __ __ __
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Check with the big chart to be sure you have the syllabics right.
* ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

THE CONSONANT (W)

Let us remember what we have learned about the (w).

(W) sounds like the English (w) when it is used before a vowel.

The syllables of (w) which use the short vowels are:

zp  wa  qp  wi ap wo

The syllables of (w) which use the long vowels are:

1p we  Zp wâ qp wî  ap wô

The final (w) is written in syllabics as (A).

The (w) is also used at the end of a word. Then it sounds like the
round (a, o) or like the (w). (w) when used between a consonant
and a vowel becomes part of that syllable. It keeps the (w) sound.

The (w) is used before a vowel and at the end of a word, and
between a consonant and a vowel.

The words we have learned today are:

 wîwa qpzp his wife

 wîcewew qp51pA he is with him

 tâpwe C2p certainly, true

 wahwa zpLzp expression "O, boy!"

 itôtamwak qdcnpR they do it

 ekwa 1vp now, and

 kekway 4v: what, thing

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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