


Lesson 9

THE CONSONANT (S)

, < k 8 i

SA SÂ SO SE SI

ekosi  1fi   thank you, okay

Kisemanito  r8nud   loving God

kîsik   riR   sky

Cisas   t,S   Jesus

sîsîp   iiG   duck

ni sâkihik   u <rLqR  he loves me

 SI   i   8   SE

 SA ,     k   SO
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1. Look at the consonants. What does each one sound like when
used before a vowel?

1) (c) _______________________________________

2) (h) _______________________________________  

3) (k) _______________________________________

4) (m) _______________________________________  

5) (n)  _______________________________________

6) (p) _______________________________________

7) (t)  _______________________________________  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
2. 1) (C) sounds like the English (ch).

2) (H) sounds like the English (h) when it is before a
vowel.

3) (K) is a voiceless stop. It is between the English hard
(g) and (k).

4) (M) sounds the same as in English.

5) (N) is the same as the English (n).

6) (P) is a voiceless stop, and is somewhat between the
English (b) and (p).

7) (T) is a voiceless stop and is between the English (d)
and (t).

What does the (h) sound like when it is used after a vowel?

  ______________________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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3. After a vowel the (h) is like breathing out through the mouth with
the tongue quite close to the roof of the mouth.

What do these consonants sound like when they are used at the
end of a word?

1) (c) ____________________________________ 

2) (k) ____________________________________ 

3) (p) ____________________________________   

4) (t) ____________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

4. 1) (C) sounds like the English (ch).

2) (K) is a closed stop. It is between the English hard (g) and
(k).

3) (P) is a closed stop, and is somewhat between the English
(b) and (p).

4) (T) is a closed stop and is between the English (d) and (t).

Write the words in syllabics on the blanks to match with the words
written in English letters.  

manito    _____________  

tôta    _____________  

ekote    _____________

e itohtet    _____________  

tahto    _____________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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5. Check your answers.

tôta   dc   ekote   1f3

mSanito  nud   e itohtet  1 qdL3E

tahto  cLd 

Where is the (t) used?

1)  ____________  a vowel

2)  once in a while ______________  a vowel

3)  at the _________  of a word

Write the three syllables of (t) which use the short vowels.

 ___ ___ ____  (English letters)

 ___ ___ ____  (Syllabics)

Write the four syllables of (t) which use the long vowels.

 ___ ___ ___ ____  (English letters)

 ___ ___ ___ ____  (Syllabics)

Write the syllabic form of (t) when it is used at the end of a word. _ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
6. Check your answers with the last page of Lesson 8.

Today we want to learn

1)  the consonant - (s)
2) six Cree words: ekosi, Kisemanito, kîsik, Cisas,     

sîsîp, ni sâkihik

The (s) has the sound of the (s) we have in the English word (see).
It is always the same and does not change.
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What is the sound of (s)? _______________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

7. The sound of (s) is the same as in the English word (see).

The (s) can be used before a vowel, after a vowel and at the end of
a word. Remember the (h) was like this too.

Consonant Before a
vowel

After a
vowel

End of
syllable

End of word Between
consonant
and vowel

h h h h h

c c c

k k k

m m m m

p p p

n n n

t t t t

s s s s s

Where is the (s) sound used? Think of the four places.

1)  __________  a vowel

2)  __________  a vowel

3)  at the  ___________ of a syllable

4)  at the  ___________ of a word

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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8. The (s) is used before a vowel. after a vowel, at the end of the
syllable, and at the end of a word.

Now let us look at some words where the (s) is before a vowel. We
will look at the (s) syllables which use the short vowels.

,  sa   i  si    k so

sa sa   asawâpamew     a-sa-wâ-pa-me-w he looks carefully

, ,  z,Zpx6A   z , Zp x 6 A

si si   awasime   a-wa-si-me   more

i i   zzpi6   z zp i 6

so so   asotamawew       a-so-ta-ma-we-w he promises

k k   zkcn1pA   z k c n 1pA

Write the (s) syllables which use the short vowels.

 ___ ___ __  (English letters)

 ___ ___ ___  (Syllabics)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

9. The (s) syllables which use the short vowels are:

, sa       i  si   k  so

The (s) also uses all the long vowels. Look at these:

8  se <  sâ     i sî   k sô

se se  Kisemanito   Ki-se-ma-ni-to   loving God

8 8  r8nud  r 8 n u d
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sâ sâ  ni sâkihik  ni sâ-ki-hik he loves me

< <  u <rLqR   u < r LqR

sî sî   sîsîp   sî-sîp   duck

i i  iiG  i iG

sô sô  sôhki   sôh-ki   hard

k k   kLr   kL r

Write all the (s) syllables which use the long vowels.

 ___ ___ ___ __  (English letters)

 ___ ___ ___ __  (Syllabics)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
10. The (s) syllables which use the long vowels are:

8 se < sâ      i  sî    k  sô

We also said that the (s) can be used after vowels. Look at these
words:

kiskeyihtam  kis-ke-yih-tam he knows

rS4oLcF   rS 4 oL cF 

kîspin    kîs-pin  if

rSwD    rS wD 

mâskôc  mâs-kôc   maybe

NSfT     NS fT 

In these places the (s) is used after the vowel.
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When it comes after a vowel, it is written (S) in Cree. Did you notice
this in the words used?

In these words, is there a vowel after the (s) or is it a consonant?

___________________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
11. In such words the (s) follows the vowel and it is followed by a

consonant. When the (s) is used in this way, it becomes a part of
the syllable before it. We can write it in this way to show that it
belongs to the syllable before it.

kis-ke-yih-tam  rS 4 oL cF

kîs-pin    rS wD

mâs-kôc  NS fT 

When a (s) is used after a vowel, to which syllable will it belong?

___________________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
12. The (s) when used after a vowel belongs to the syllable before it.

The (s) can also we used at the end of a word.

Look at these words. It is written the same as when it followed a
vowel.

awâsis    zZpiS   child 

apisîs    zwiS   a little

When it is used at the end of a word, it becomes part of the syllable
before it. We could write the words in this way.

a-wâ-sis     a-pi-sîs

z Zp iS   z w iS 
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In what four places is the (s) used?

1)  ____________ a vowel

2)  __________ a vowel

3)  at the ________ of a syllable

4)  at the _________ of a word

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

13. The (s) is used before a vowel, after a vowel, at the end of a
syllable, and at the end of a word.

Now let us look at the words we want to learn today. They are:

ekosi   e-ko-si       1fi     thank you, okay

Kisemanito  Ki-se-ma-ni-to  r8nud loving God

kîsik   kî-sik       riR     sky

Cisas   Ci-sas       t,S     Jesus

sîsîp   sî-sîp       iiG     duck

ni sâkihik   ni sâ-ki-hik   u <rLqR he loves me

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

14. Write the Cree words in English letters and also in syllabics.  

okay  __________  ___________  

loving God  __________  ___________  

sky   __________  ___________  

Jesus __________  ___________  
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duck  __________  ___________  

he loves me __________  ___________

Write the words on cards to learn them.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
15. Look at the frame before and correct your answers.

What do these sentences mean in English?

t,S u <rLqR _______________________________

r8nud u <rLqR _______________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

16. t,S u <rLqR   means   Jesus loves me.

r8nud u <rLqR   means   The loving God loves me.

Now it is time to check up on what we remember about today's
lesson.

What is the sound of (s)? _______________________________ 

Where is the (s) sound used? Think of the four places.

1)  __________  a vowel

2)  __________  a vowel

3)  at the  ________  of a syllable

4)  at the  ________  of a word

Write the (s) syllables which use the short vowels.

 ___ ___ __  (English letters)

 ___ ___ __  (Syllabics)
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Write all the (s) syllables which use the long vowels.

 ___ ___ ___ __  (English letters)

 ___ ___ ___ __  (Syllabics)

Write the final (s) in syllabics ___

When a (s) is used after a vowel, to which syllable will it belong?

 _________________________

Write the English words and the syllabics for the words we learned
today.

ekosi     __________  ___________  

Kisemanito  __________  ___________  

kîsik   __________  ___________  

Cisas    __________  ___________  

sîsîp     __________  ___________  

ni sâkihik   __________  ___________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

107



CONSONANT of (S)

The sound of (s) is the same as the English sound of (s).

The (s) can be used before a vowel, after a vowel, at the end of a
syllable, or at the end of a word. The (s) syllables which use the
short vowels are:

,  sa i  si  k  so

The (s) syllables which use the long vowels are:

8  se  <  sâ    i sî  k  sô

When the (s) follows a vowel, it becomes a part of the syllable
before it.

When (s) is used at the end of a word, it becomes part of the
syllable before it.

The final (s) is written (S) in syllabics.

The words we learned today are:

ekosi  1fi     thank you, okay

Kisemanito  r8nud loving God

kîsik  riR     sky

Cisas     t,S     Jesus

sîsîp   iiG     duck

ni sâkihik   u<rLqR  he loves me

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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