


Lesson 3

THE CONSONANT (C)

b B g 5 t

CA CÂ CO CE CI

cî t question

cihcî tLt hand

âhci ZLt anew, afresh

ohci aLt from, because

CI   t   5   CE
 

 

CA  b   g   CO
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1. Can you remember all we learned about the syllables of the
consonant (" h)?

What is a consonant?
 ________________________________________

Write the Cree consonants.  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

What is the sound of (" h)?
_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

In what four ways can the (" h) be used?

 1) ________________________________________     

 2) ________________________________________     

 3) ________________________________________     

 4) ________________________________________  
  

Write the syllabics for the syllables of (h).

 h ha hi ho he hâ hî hô

 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Write the Cree words in syllabics and give the meaning of each
word in English.

ehe _________ ________  

ohi _________ ________  

oho _________ ________  

ohô _________ ________

* * * * * * * * * *  ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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2. Look at the last page of lesson 2 to see if you have all the answers
correct.

Today we want to learn:

 1)   how syllabics are made
 2)    the consonant (c)
 3)    four Cree words: ohci, cihcî, cî, and âhci

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

3. We have learned the vowel syllabics now and the (" h) syllabics. A
"syllabic" is a syllable.

What is a syllable? ____________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

4. A syllable is a full sound in speech. It can be one letter like a vowel,
or it may be a vowel and a consonant. A consonant always has to
have a vowel helper to make a full sound or syllable.

A syllabic is a syllable. Can a consonant by itself make a syllable?

________________________________ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

5. No, the consonant needs a vowel helper. You really cannot write
most consonants by themselves in Cree. But, you may say, did we
not write the (" h) by itself? Yes, we did. It made syllables with the
vowels or it was used at the end of a syllable. Most of the other
consonants in Cree syllabics can only be written separately when
they come at the end of a syllable, or at the end of a word.

When only can most consonants in Cree be written separately?

________________________________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * *
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6. Most consonants in Cree can only be written separately when they
come at the end of a syllable or at the end of a word. At all other
times the consonant and vowel are written as one syllabic.

What is a syllabic? ___________________________________

How are syllables in Cree syllabics written?

_____________________________________________ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

7. A syllabic is a syllable. A syllable in Cree is written as one syllabic.

Let us look at (c). It always sounds like (ch) as in church. It has
only ONE sound in Cree.

How many sounds does (c) have in Cree? ______________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
8. (C) has only one sound. It always sounds like (ch) of the English.

(C) works with all the vowels. Look at these words. These (c)
syllables use the short vowels.

ca  ca nicawâsimis ni ca-wâ-si-mis        my child

b  b ubZpiyS u b Zp i yS

ci  ci  peci  pe-ci come

t  t 2t 2 t

co  co Con  Con  Joan

g  g gD  gD

What does (c) always sound like in Cree? ______________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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9. (C) always sounds like (ch). Look at these words - ni-ca-wâ-si-mis,
pe-ci, and Con. Can you say these words? (Co) is not used very
often except in names. It is used for the (c) and for the (j) of the
English. In syllabics we write these syllables in this way:

 b ca t ci  g co

We sometimes call the (c) syllabics the candy cane syllabics.

Write the 3 syllables of (c) which use the short vowels.

 ____ ____ ___ (English letters)

 ____ ____ ___ (Syllabics)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
10. The three syllables of (c) which use the short vowels are:

 b  ca  t  ci g  co

Now let us look at the four syllables which use the long vowels.

In syllabics they are written this way:

ce câ cî cô

5 B t g 

ce  ce  wîcewew  wî-ce-we-w he is with him

5  5  qp51pA qp 5 1p A

câ  câ ahcâhk ah-câhk spirit

B  B zLBW zL BW

cî  cî cîkî cî-kî close

t  t tr t r
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cô  cô Côsep Cô-sep  Joseph

g  g g8G g 8G

Write the four syllables of (c) which use the long vowels.

 ___ ____ ____ ___ (English letters)

 ___ ____ ____ ___ (Syllabics)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

11. The four syllables which use the long vowels are:

5  ce B  câ t  cî g  cô

Often the (c) is used at the end of the word. The sound always
stays the same (ch).

Here are some words which use (c) at the end of the word: wîpac
and mâskôc. In syllabics these words would be written:

 wîpac  wî-pac qpxT soon

 mâskôc mâs-kôc NSfT maybe

When the (c) is written at the end of the word, it is written this
way:(T).

Consonant Before a
vowel

After a
vowel

End of
syllable

End of word Between
consonant
and vowel

h h h h h

c c c

In what ways is the (c) used?

 1)  __________ a vowel

 2)  at the _____ of a word 

* * * * * * * * * *  ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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12. The (c) is used before a vowel and the end of a word.

Let us write in the Cree syllables in the chart we have started.

 Consonant short vowels  long vowels

 a i o e â î ô

 __  __ __  __ __ __ __

c ca ci co ce câ cî cô

 __ __ __ __ __ __ __

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

13. Turn to the big chart in the introduction and check that your
answers are correct.

Now let us look at the words we want to learn.

 ohci - oh ci aLt through, from, because

 cihcî -  cih-cî tLt hand

 âhci - âh-ci ZLt anew, afresh

 cî - cî t a question

Notice that the (ci) or (cî) is used at the end of each word. Write
them in English letters and also in syllabics.  

___________ ________
 

___________ ________  

___________ ________

___________ ________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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14. The words are:  cî  t   cihcî  tLt  âhci  ZLt   ohci  aLt

Write all the words you are learning today on cards and learn them.

Write the English letters and the meaning in English on one side
and the syllabics on the other side of the card.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

15. Match the right words by writing the syllabics in the spaces.

 ___________ ohci tLt  

___________ cîhci aLt  

___________ cî ZLt  

___________ âhci t

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

16. Let us review what we have learned today.

What is a syllabic? __________________________________

How are syllables in Cree syllabics written?

____________________________________

When can the consonants other than (" h) in Cree be written
separately?

________________________________ 

What does (c) always sound like in Cree? ______________

Write the 3 syllables of (c) which use the short vowels.

 ____ ____ ___ (English letters)

 ____ ____ ___ (Syllabics)
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Write the four syllables of (c) which use the long vowels.

 ___ ____ ____ ___ (English letters)

 ___ ____ ____ ___ (Syllabics)

Write the final (c) in syllabics. ___

In what ways is the (c) used?

 1)  __________ a vowel

 2)  at the _____ of a word 

Write the syllabics and the meaning of these words.  

cî ______ _______  

âhci ______ ________  

ohci ______ ________  

cihcî ______ _________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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SYLLABICS, CONSONANT C

A "syllabic" is a syllable.

A consonant and vowel are written as one syllabic in Cree.

All the consonants except (h) in Cree syllabics can only be written
separately when they come at the end of a syllable, or at the end of a
word. (C) always sound like (ch) as in church. It has only ONE sound
in Cree.

The (c) is used before a vowel and the end of a word.

The three syllables of (c) which use the short vowels are:

 b ca  t ci  g co

The (c) also uses the four syllables with the long vowels. They are
written this way in syllabics:

 5 ce  B câ t cî g cô

The words we learned today are:

 ohci oh-ci aLt through, from, because

cî cî t a word used to indicate a question

 âhci âh-ci ZLt a new, afresh

 cihcî cih-cî  tLt hand
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