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INSTRUCTIONS

This course is designed to learn to read and write the Cree syllabics.  You
can download the lessons in Adobe, print them out, and then fill in the
answers.  If you use Nitro Reader, you can download and save the
lessons on your computer. However to write in your answers, you will
need to print out the lessons. Nitro Reader does not support the syllabic
font for typing the answers.  The “syllabic font” in the provided text is
embedded in the Nitro file

The lessons are laid out with frames divided by asterisks.  There is a bit of
information in each frame and a question.  You can correct your answer
by looking just below the next row of asterisks.  This makes it possible for
you to correct all your answers as you go along.

A good game is to fold a piece of paper into four.  Then take a pair of
scissors and cut out one syllabic - you find you have four syllabics.  A
good one to start with is the syllabic for the “c” family.  Lay the syllabics
out like this:

Repeat this with all the syllabic families. It will make the learning fun and
easy to remember.

If you know the tune to the song “There is coming a day,” practice singing
the song in Cree.

If you find a Cree Bible in syllabics, practice reading it.  Find an older
person who speaks Cree and read to him or her in their own language.

t 5

b g

ci       ce

ca       co
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SYLLABICS ARE  

IMPORTANT

Syllabics are the key:

To the content of the Cree Bible

To the language of the forefathers

To communicating with the old people

To sharing the Word of God with Cree speaking people

Copy of the first Cree Bibles printed in London England 1861

7



Consonant Short vowels Long vowels

a i o e â î ô

c ca ci co ce câ cî cô

h ha hi ho he hâ hî hô

k ka ki ko ke kâ kî kô

m ma mi mo me mâ mî mô

n na ni no ne nâ nî nô

p pa pi po pe pâ pî pô

s sa si so se sâ sî sô

t ta ti to te tâ tî tô

w wa wi wo we wâ wî wô

y ya yi yo ye yâ yî yô
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Consonant Short Vowels Long Vowels

a i o e â î ô

c b t g 5 B t g T

h Lz Lq La L1 LZ Lq La L

k v r f 4 V r f R

m n y h 6 N y h F

n m u j 7 M u j D

p x w s 2 X w s G

s , i k 8 < i k S

t c e d 3 C e d E

w zp qp ap 1p Zp qp ap A

y . o l 9 > o l P

l      I r    O Christ    Q
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rc 2 rivA 4 y9poLCvpW

1V 4 Nd.W 1V 4 uw.W

vLr.A yZpiD rLt rifzpSrW

C1p rc yl rivA

4 yl riVW Zpxnr t,S

4 vmZpxnR zm V wNtLqE

1 ,rtL5uE 1 rSrjLcLqE

C2p rc yl riVR

Kita pe kîsikaw ke mîyweyihtâkwahk,
 
Ekâ ke mâtoyahk ekâ ke nipiyahk,

Kahkiyaw mîwâsin kihci kîsikowaskihk,
 
Tâpwe kita mîyo kîsikaw,

Ke mîyo kîsikâhk wâpamaki Jesus,
 

Ke kanawâpamak ana kâ pimâcihit,
 

E sakicihcenit e kiskinohtahit,
 

Tâpwe kita mîyo kîsikâk. 
<Copyright @ Northern Canada Evangelical Mission Inc. Box 3030,
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, S6V 7V4. Used by permission.>
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